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AMENDMENTS TO CLAIMS 

•Agent for Applicant rtrspectiully requesxs ihc foiJowing amendmenis lo.the claims without 
adding any new subjeci matter, namely: 

I [Amended] A pedesiJtl adapted to support a floor panel comprismg, 

(a) abase; 

(b) support means for supponing said floor panel above said base; 

(c) [displaceable means] first and .se cond rotarahle engapeahle members; operable 
' between said base and said suppon means for selecnvely displacing said suppon 

meanis and said floor panel relative said base so as to level said floor pane, [while 
said floor panel is supported by said support means ] 

^ said first rotaiable eneageable member ^ nga^eable with said ha^^e for flxmg 
heiaht of said first r otatable member relative aaid base. 

2. [Amended] A pedestal as claimed in claim 1 , including a locking means for- 

(a) locking said floor panel to said support means; and 

(b) inhibiting displacement of said [displaceable means] rotamble cnt^a^ eable. 
members. \ 

3. [Amended] A pedestal as claimed in claim 1 wherein said [displaceable means] 
rotatable enaageable members comprise[s]: 

(a) a flrst threaded member; 

(b) a Second threaded member engageablc with said first threaded member fur 
selectively displacing said support means relative said base. 

4. [Amended] A pedestal as claimed in claim [3] 2, wherein said finsi threaded member 
has; 

(a) one end fixedly rotatable to said base; 

(b) another end presentm^ engageable means for rotating said flrst threaded member 
relative said second threaded member for selectively displacing said suppon 
means relative said base. 



PAGE4/12 * RCVD AT 7/6/2004 10:10:00 AM [Eastern Daylight Time]' SVR:IISPTO-EFXRF-1/0' DNIS:8729326 * CSID:** DURATION (inm-ss):0248 



Jul-06-04 lOilZam Froni-MILLER THOMSON + T-893 P. 05/12 F-812 

-4- 

5 [Original] A pedestal as clainiecl in cUira 4 wherein said second threaded member 
incliides ^id Support means. 



[Original] A pedesml as claimed in claim 5 wherein said suppon means includes 
suppon surface extending generally ouiwardly for supporting said floor panel. 



7. fOnginal] A pedestal as clftiraed in claim 6 wherein said first and second threaded 
members are both either left handed or right handed Threads. 

8 [OriginalJ A pedestal as claimed in claim 7 wherem said locjcmg means includes 

(a) an iniemally threaded locting hole presented at said other end of said firsi 
threaded member, and; 

(b) an externally threaded bolt adapted for ihreaded engafiemenr with said intcnmlly 
threaded iocjcing hole; 

(c) lock said floor panel to said suppon; 

(d) inhibit displacement of said first and second threaded members. 

9 [Originall A pedestal as claimed m claim S wherein said internally threaded locking 
hole and said externally threaded locking bolt are both the other one of said right handed 
or left handed Threads. 

10. [Amended] A pedestal as claimed m claim 3 wherein said first threaded member has: 

(a) one end threadably engageable with said base[sj so as to adjust the height of said 
first threaded member relative said base; 

(b) another end [ihreabley] threadably engageable with said locking means;[, J 

^ ^og^n^ami for locking said h ei^ht o f ^ id first thr^^^ded member inn ve said 
base. 

1 1 [Original] A pedestal as claimed in claim 10 wherein said second ihieaded member 
piesentj»: 



1 
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(a) said suppon wa»s, 

(b) engageable nifians for thTe3d4b]y rotating said support meajis relative said base. 

12. cancel 

1 3. [Original] A pedestal as claimed jii claim 10 wherein said support means comprises: 

(a) support member extending outwardly and preseniing an internally threaded hole 
threadedly engageable with said first threaded member; 

(h) a hexagonal h^ad adapted for engagemem for displacing said suppon member 
relative said first threaded member, 

(c) a support guide resiing on said supporr member for locating sajd floor panel, said 
support guide including a hole therethrough for receiving said hexagonal head and 
said other end of said first threaded member. 

1 4 [Original] A pedestal for supponing the comers of adjacent floor panels comprising: 

(a) abase; 

(b) first and second threadably engageable members extending generally coaxially 
relative said base; 

(c) one of said tirst and second threaded members including: 

(i) a suppon extending generally radially outwardly for supporting said 
comers of said floor panels; 

(u) engageable means adapted for threaded rotation of said first threaded 
member relative said second threaded member so as to select the height of 
said support relative said base and level said floor panels vvrhile said floor 
panels are supported by said support. 

1 5 [Original] A pedestal as claimed in claim 14 wherein: 

(a) said first threaded member comprises of a generally cylindrical exiemaily 
Threaded first member having: 
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(i) one end connected to said base for reiaiive roiauon iliereabouis; 

(ii) anomet end presenting coaxially a hexagonal head accessible from above 
said flooT panels; 

(b) said second threaded member comprising a generally cylindrical iniemally 
threaded rube open at both ends and defining said second threaded member 
engageable with said externally threaded first member, said second threaded 
member presenting 

(i) a generally radially extending suppon for supporting a bottom comer of 
said floor panels; 

(ii) a bi,-vcHc<i cdfic at satd one open end adapted to engage an upper tomer of 
said floor panels and permit access to said hexagonal head for rotation of 
said first threaded member relative said second threaded member to select 
the heiglit of said support and said floor panels and level said floor panels 
from above said floor panels- 

[Original] A pedestal as claimed in claim 1 5 including a locking means for: 
(a) locking said floor panels to said support; and 

Cb) wherein said upper surlface of said floor panels have a turn down comer Qci^ipred 
to engage said bevelled edge. 

[Original] A pedestal as claimed in claim 14 wherein; 

(a) said base includes a threaded hole, 

(b) said first threaded member comprises a generally cylindrical externally threaded 
first member having. 

(i) one end threadably engageable with said threaded hole with said base for 
selecting the height of said first threaded member relative satd base; 

(ii) and another end; 
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(C> a locking arm for locking the selected height of said firsi threaded member 

relative sa^d base: 

[(t^)]ld}said second threaded member comprising a generally radially extending support 
adapted to support said bottom of said ttoor panels, and an [externally] internally 
threaded hole cngagegble with said externally threaded first member for selected axial 
displacement of said second threaded member relative said first member so as to adjust 
the height and level of said floor panels relative sa*d base. 

18. [Original] A pedestal as claimed in claim 17 including a locking means for locking 
said floor panels to said support, said locking meatis engageable with said another end of 
s^id first threaded member. 

19. withdrawn 

20. Withdrawn 

21. [New] A pedestal as claimed in claim 1 wherein said first rotatable engageable member 
includes a groove and said base includes projections engageable with said grooves tor 
fixing the height of said first rotatable engageable member relative said base. 

22. [New] A pedes»tal as claimed in claim i includmg a locking aim for locking said first 
rotatable engageable member with said base 
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ELECTIQN 

Ageni for Applicant confinns telephone conference witb fixaniiner on March 16, 2004 ro 
piTOSCCuic the invention of Group I, namely, claims 1-18 without prejudice in filing claims 19 and 
20 at a ftiture date which claims are being withdrawn in a non-elected invention. 

Funhennoic Examiner stated thai the application contains claims directed to die following 
paienrability distinct species, namely: 

1. specie 1, figures 1-4 

2, specie 2, figures 5-7. 

Funhermore Examiner stated that Applicant is required to elect a single disclosed species for 
prosecution on the merits to which the claims shall be restricted if no generic is finally held to be 
allowable. Currently claim 1 is generic. 

Apphcant is further requested to include an identification of the species thai is elected consonant 
with this requirement and tfiat a listing of all claims readable thereon, including ^ny claims 
subsequently added. 

In this regard Agent for Applicant elects specie 2, figures 5-7. As requested. Agent for 
Applicant respectfully states that the following cUxms read on the following specie namely 

Species 1 and 2 claims 1, 2, 3, 14, 

Specie 1 claims 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 13. 16, 2 i 

Specie 2 claims 10, 1 1 , J 3, 1 7, 1 8, 22 
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Examintfr staled thai claims 1-9 and 14 were rejected ad being anticipaied by Clien 5,791,096. 
Agem for Applicant respectfully siaies ilwt Chen does noi leacb: 

1 A first rotatable engageable member engageabie with the base for fixing ihe height of the 
firsT rOTaiable member relative to the base; 

2. A locking aim for locking the adjusted height of the first threaded member relative lo the 

base; 

3 first rotatable en^sageable member which includes a groove and the base includes 
projections engageable with said groove for fixmg the height of ihe first roiaiable 
engageable member relative ihe hase. 

In panicular Agem for Applicant rcspccrfuUy states that Chen does not reach ''another end 
presenting engageable means 12 1 fox rotating ihe first member relative to the second member for 
displacing ihe support means" as the numeral 121 relates to longiiudinal reinforcing ribs 121 (see 
col. 2, line 41), 

Fuithennore the first threaded member shown in Chen does not teach fixing The height of the 
first rotarabie member relative to the base. 

in particular Applicant teaches: 

More particularly the first threaded member 16 has one end 20 fixedly rotatable to ihe base 8. At 
the bonom of the first threaded 16 there is a groove 22 ihat permits ihe base S to engage and affix 
lu the groove 22. More specifically the base 8 includes projections 24 which are adapted lo 
ihieadely spin the base 8 unto one end 26 of the threaded member 16 until the projection 24 bits 
the groove 22. Thereafter the base 8 will freely mm but not faU off the pedestal 2 when ihe 
pedestal is lifted. Generally speaking the first threaded member 16 should preferably rotate 
relative lo ihe base 8 to prevent bindmg (see page 4, lines 22-30) of Applicant's disclosure 

The first threaded member 16 is stationary once locked by ihe locking ami 80 for fine adjustment 
Irom above the floor panel 6; and adjusts in base 8 for rough pre-assembly height. The length of 
the first threaded member 16 may vary to allow for dififerem floor heights (see page 1 1 , lines 20- 
24 of Applicant's disclosure). 
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The inveniion shown by Chen tcj^ches that ihe first Threaded member 14 moves up or dowi^ 
relaiive to ihe base. Furthermore Propsx shown in U.S. Patent No, 5,333.423 also shows a first 
threaded member 16 which moves up or down relative 10 the base 14 during adjusmieni. 
Applicant on the other hand shows m specie 1 thai although the Slvsi threaded member rotates 
relative to the base it does noi move up down relative to the base during height adjustment; 
whereas the locking arm locks The first threaded member 1 n specie 2 when s elecung a rough 
height of the tirst threaded member relative to the base. 
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